AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 22, 2000

SENATE BILL No. 1527

Introduced by Senator Hughes

February 17, 2000

Anr—act—to—add—Article—16—{ecommeneing—with—Seetion
4441920 —to—Chapter—2—ofPart—25—ef —the—Education—Code,
i faingAn act to add Section
44259.2 to the Education Code, relating to teacher

credentialing.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 1527, as amended, Hughes. Teacher credentialing.

Existing law provides for an integrated program of
professional preparation to enable candidates for teaching
credentials to engage in professional preparation concurrent
with subject matter preparation while completing
baccalaureate degrees at regionally accredited postsecondary
institutions.  Existing law requires the development and
implementation of an integrated program to be based on
intensive  collaboration among subject matter departments
and education units within postsecondary institutions, and
local public elementary and secondary school districts.

This bill would authorize a school district to initiate and
establish a joint integrated program of professional
preparation with an accredited postsecondary institution if it
meets certain criteria. The bill would authorize a school
district that initiates a joint integrated program to apply for
state and federal funding for the program and to pay the
expenses of the program by utilizing other state and federal
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funds intended for teacher recruitment and training to the
extent authorized by law. The bill would also authorize a
school district that provides a joint integrated program to
require the students in the program to teach in the school
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONA—ArHeleH6-{commenehgwith-Seetion

SECTION 1. Section 44259.2 is added to the
Education Code, to read:

44259.2. (a) A school district may initiate and
establish a joint integrated program of professional
preparation, as set forth in Section 44259.1, with an
accredited postsecondary institution if it meets one or
more of the following criteria:

(1) The school district has a substantial lack of
10 credentialed teachers.

11  (2) Twenty-five percent of the schools in the school
12 district are in the bottom 25 percent of all schools, as
13 indicated by the Academic Performance Index.

14  (3) Twenty-five percent of the schools in the school
15 district are eligible for funds wunder Title | of the

16 Elementary Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
17 Sec. 6301 et seq.).

18 (b) The joint integrated program shall include

19 activities based at the postsecondary institution and the
20 school that familiarize the undergraduate student with
21 classroom instruction and contribute to the academic
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achievement of elementary or secondary pupils. The
integrated program shall also provide the undergraduate
student with the necessary opportunities to fulfill the
requirements of a teaching credential.

(c) A school district that initiates a joint integrated
program pursuant to this section may apply for state and
federal funding for the program. The school district may
pay the expenses of the integrated program, as specified
below, by utilizing other state and federal funds intended
to be used for teacher recruitment and training to the
extent authorized by law. A school district may use the
state and federal funds to pay the costs of the recruitment
efforts of the joint integrated program and to pay the
student participant’s costs related to all of the following:

(1) State required tests for teaching credentials, such
as the California Basic Education Test.

(2) Background checks.

(3) Credential applications.

(4) Other activities related to completing the teacher
training program.

(d) A school district that provides joint integrated
programs for undergraduate students may require the
student to teach in the school district.
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